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Based on a research paper by Yale student Nitika Khaitan, Godrej
India Culture Lab is looking at performance poetry in various
languages, speaking to 40 poets in the city. The event will see
young talent push boundaries in performance poetry
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WHEN  20-vear-old = Nitika
Khaitan, an undergraduate at Yale,
majoring  in the Humanities,
began her research of eulture
trends in Indian metra, she foond
the subject of the spoken word,
and the way itis performed using a
vty af mediums, Imeresting.
Shee e to Mwmbai for s nsnth-
long interrship with Godlrey India
Calture Lab where she has been
researching performance poetry
forms, It was during  Parmesh
Shahanis (Head, Godrej India
Culture Lab) four-month residen-
oy at Yale that Khaitan heard of the
work the Lab has been doing.
“When 1 heard abeut the vari-
oy of urh:j{'rh thnt the Lab was
working on, 1 checked if there was
nn opportunity o come amd work
with them,”™ shares Khaftan.
“When [ started my rescarch, |
found it exciting that the term
‘performance poetry” had diffesent
interpretations, andd that
Mumbals poets were giving it a
contemporary twist with innova-
thons in bath, form and strocture.
It still has traditional infloences
from diverse backgrounds,” she
explaing, The study looks a1 works
in four languages: Hindustani,
English, Marathi and Tamil.
Khaitun speaks of how forms of
entertainment have changed over
the VERrs, *Muost urbam centoes ke
big enough te house different
kimds of entertainment, ineluding
stand-ups, mushairas, theatre and
all others.” The event will also

inclade various artistes who se
poetry in various forms W express
themselves, be it new- tech-
rigaees like remixing Folk omesic,
using tamaatha thestre or using
mderm mp music,

Watch out for these artistes

Preeti Vangani: One of the most
prominent figures in poetry slams
aroamd the ai1:|.'. Preeti Vangani
recently published an anthalogy of
poems with three other women
poets, She will perform her viral
poem Validation, which reached
dver bl a lakh views on Yot Talbse,
Bamneck Singh: A spoken word
|, Ramneck ﬁin};}l.'i-‘ berveramy for
his activist poetry. which melds
free verse and Hindustani, He'll
perform three pleces on vio-

lence in his  homeland
Jnmmu, the njusticoe of
G377 ard Independence
Day.

South Dandies
Swaraj: This is an
noclaimied |11||:||:i.li.|:q.;1u|..
Hip=-Hop group com-
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Kushmir and Tamil. The group
will rap o medley of pleces on sex-
wal wviolenee and  issues in
contemporary Mumbai,
Tamaasha Theatre: Started by
noted theatre personalitics Sumnil
Shanbag .am} Sapan  Sapran,
Tamaasha Theatre will put up an
excerpt  from  their  eritically
acclaimed show, Blank Page. The
picee blends musie, theatre e
movement to infuse life into clas-
sies by NWisim  Ezekicl and
Nansdea Dhasal.

Sambhaji Bhagat: Maharashira's
legendary Sambhaji Bhagat, is
a Dalit petivist and revolutionary

halladeer wha im.]sin.ﬂl
the HNational-Award winning
film, Court. He will perform

Marathi powadas on comnm-
nalism and gender-based

OpIre s,

ON July 22, 5 pm
BT AT Auditorium, Gate 2
Godrej Industries,
Vikhroli (E). LOG ON TO
indisculturelak
\ Egadrejinds com




